PARTY   LEADERSHIP
During 1925 his task was difficult. Thanks to the stat fidelity of certain of his colleagues he suppressed vigorously one "revolt" within the Cabinet itself. At that moment he was the strongest man in the Government.
It was perhaps unfortunate that he should have sometimes had to upbraid a follower for being more of a Tory, even if less resourceful, than himself. When the Macquisten Bill came up in March, 1925, for the purpose of preventing the Trade Unions from raising a political levy, he was compelled to take strong action and remind its promoters that the new Government stood for peace. It was a difficult task to combine executive strength when so frequently driven to exercise tactical control. As events turned out the tension was lifted by the crisis in the coal industry. It virtually meant that Mr. Baldwin was relieved from the strain of party leadership until that particular crisis had been overcome. Nevertheless in 1927 he had to face again the same position, with his followers more tmndy, his task complicated by events, and the nation groaning with dissatisfaction.
The effect of the Coal Strike on party politics, had been to reveal their helplessness and to increase their futility. When two great parties are divided on a point of principle they may balance one another, but in the special circumstances of 1927 that had not been a desirable state of affairs.    Wrong-headed   principle   was   opposed   on   one side to mere right-minded opportunism on the other.   It was too late for creeds and panaceas on a party scale to avert the deepening crisis in industry.   In the Coal Strike, Parliament itself had been found wanting. The only course by 1927 was to tone down factional feeling, but with a large party and nearly two and a half more years of office to run such a line was difficult to take.  The Conservative Party tended to become more and more anti-Socialist. The rift in opinion which Mr. Baldwin had tried to prevent from opening had become an ominous chasm. H the party-continued on a policy of conciliation it would have "teen